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Our Commitment

e are pleased to present to you this year’s annual water quality report. This report is a snapshot of last year’s
water quality covering all testing performed between January 1 and December 31, 2025. Included are

details about your source of water, what it contains, and how it compares to standards set by regulatory agen-
cies. Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you
to understand the efforts we make to continually improve the water treatment process and protect our water
resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water and providing you with this information
because informed customers are our best allies.

Why We Test So Often

Drinking water is one of the most closely monitored
resources in the United States. Water systems regularly test
for bacteria, disinfectants, metals, organic chemicals, radioac-
tive substances, and many other contaminants. Some tests are
performed daily, while others are conducted weekly, monthly,
quarterly, or annually, depending on regulatory requirements
and system size. Microbiological testing for bacteria such as coli-
forms ensures that disinfection is working properly. Turbidity
monitoring confirms effective filtration. Chemical testing veri-
fies that treatment processes remain optimized. All certified
laboratories must meet strict quality assurance requirements to
ensure accurate results. When results approach regulatory limits,
corrective actions are taken immediately.

Community Participation

ou are invited to participate in Calaveras Public

Utility District’s (CPUD) monthly board meetings.
These meetings are an opportunity for members of the
community to share appreciation and concerns regarding
the management and operation of the community’s water
system. Monthly board meetings are held at 5:00 p.m. on
the third Tuesday of each month at CPUD’s main office,
506 St. Chatles Street, San Andreas. For more informa-
tion, visit cpud.org or facebook.com/calaveraspud, email

info@cpud.org, or call (209) 754-9442.

Important Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-
nants in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections. These people should seek advice about drink-
ing water from their health-care providers. U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA)/Centers for Disease Control
and Preventlon (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means
to lessen the risk of infec-
tion by Cryprosporidium
and other microbial con-
taminants are available from
the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (800-426-4791) or
—==& cpa.gov/safewater.

Where Does My Water Come From?

alaveras Public Utility District customers are fortunate

because we enjoy quality water from the Licking Fork and
South Fork of the Mokelumne River. Water from this source
is pumped to Jeff Davis Reservoir near the town of Rail Road
Flat, which has a capacity of 2,000 acre-feet. The water is then
treated at the Jeff Davis Water Treatment Plant, constructed in
1974 and located on the same property as the reservoir.

Source Water Assessment
A- n Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Sanitary

urvey has been completed for our system.
The purpose of the assessment is to determine
the susceptibility of each drinking water source to
potential contaminant sources. The report includes
background information and a relative susceptibility
rating of higher, mod-
erate, or lower. It is
important to under-
stand that a higher
susceptibility rating
does not imply poor
water quality, only the
system’s potential to
become contaminated
within the assessment
area. The assessment findings showed septic systems
have a medium to high level of risk. Grazing, wild
animals, and erosion due to stormwater runoff and
wildfires all pose a low to medium level of risk in
the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed. All other
potential threats to drinking water source quality are
considered to pose a low level of threat.

If you would like a copy of our assessment, please
feel free to contact our office during regular business
hours at the number provided in this report.

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for any questions
relating to your drinking water, please call Heather Pedro,
chief treatment plant operator, or Wyatt Rovera, water system

superintendent, at (209) 754-9442.


http://epa.gov/safewater
http://cpud.org
http://facebook.com/calaveraspud

Substances That Could Be in Water

he sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled

water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring
minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material and can pick
up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water

Y k
\_‘m . include:
QY.

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses
S — e, and bacteria, that may come from sewage
4~ | treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural

J‘/ ~ livestock operations, and wildlife.

- Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and

metals, that can be naturally occurring or result from

urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater
discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming.

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and
residential uses.

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production and can also come from
gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, agricultural application,
and septic systems.

Radioactive Contaminants, which can be naturally occurring
or the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. EPA and
State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) prescribe
regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in
water provided by public water systems. U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) regulations and California law also
establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that provide
the same protection for public health.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably
be expected to contain at least small amounts of some
contaminants. The presence of contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information about contaminants and potential health effects
can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPA’s Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Water Treatment Process

Lead in Home Plumbing

Lead can cause serious health problems, espe-
cially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service lines and
home plumbing. Calaveras Public Utility District
is responsible for providing high-quality drinking
water and removing lead pipes but cannot control
the variety of materials used in plumbing compo-
nents in your home. You share the responsibility
for protecting yourself and your family from the
lead in your home plumbing. You can take respon-
sibility by identifying and removing lead materi-
als within your home plumbing and taking steps
to reduce your family’s risk. Before drinking tap
water, flush your pipes for several minutes by run-
ning your tap, taking a shower, or doing laundry
or a load of dishes. You can also use a filter certi-
fied by an American National Standards Institute-
accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking
water. If you are concerned about lead and wish
to have your water tested, contact Calaveras Public
Utility District at (209) 754-9442. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps
you can take to minimize exposure is available at
epa.gov/safewater/lead.

To address lead in drinking
water,  public  water
systems were required to
develop and maintain an
inventory of service line
materials by October 16,
2024. Developing an inventory and identifying
the location of lead service lines (LSL) is the first
step for beginning LSL replacement and protecting
public health. The lead service inventory may be
made available by request. Please contact us at
209-754-9442, info@cpud.org if you would like
more information about the inventory or any lead
sampling that has been done.

he treatment process consists of a series of steps. First, raw water is drawn from our water source and sent to Jeff Davis

Reservoir. Water is then gravity-fed to our treatment plant, where polymer is added to the untreated water to cause small
particles (called floc) to adhere to one another, making them easy to filter out of the water. A very small dose of sodium
hypochlorite is added at this stage to aid in treatment. The water then goes into our multimedia pressure filters. The filters
remove suspended particles from the water, like organic matter, sediment, and algae. After filtration, sodium hypochlorite is
added to disinfect the water as a precaution against any bacteria that may be present. (We carefully monitor the amount of
sodium hypochlorite, adding the lowest quantity necessary to protect the safety of your water without compromising taste.)
Finally, zinc orthophosphate is added to the treated water for corrosion control.



http://epa.gov/safewater/lead

Q&A

Why can tap water have a taste?

not typically indicate a health risk.

without sugar, calories, or caffeine.

Can weather affect drinking water quality?

Why is maintaining water infrastructure important?

prevent leaks, breaks, and service disruptions.

What can customers do to help protect water quality?

through their annual water quality report.

Taste in drinking water is usually related to naturally occurring minerals, disinfectants,
or seasonal changes in source water. While these characteristics may affect taste, they do

Why is water sometimes called the “original energy drink”?
Water helps regulate body temperature, supports digestion, and keeps joints moving—

Heavy rain, drought, or seasonal changes can influence source water conditions. Water
systems adjust treatment processes as needed to maintain water quality during changing environmental conditions.

Pipes, pumps, and treatment facilities are critical for delivering safe drinking water. Regular maintenance and upgrades help

Customers can help by reporting leaks, avoiding cross-connections, maintaining household plumbing, and staying informed

Which Household Activity Wastes the Most Water?

ost people would say the majority of water use comes from showering or washing dishes; however, toilet flushing is by far the
largest single use of water in a home (accounting for 40% of total water use). Toilets use about 4-6 gallons per flush, so consider

an ultra-low-flow (ULF) toilet, which requires only 1.5 gallons.

Water Conservation Tips

You can play a role in conserving water and saving your-
self money in the process by becoming conscious of the
amount of water your household is using and by looking for
ways to use less whenever you can. It is not hard to conserve
water. Here are a few tips:

* Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for
every cycle, regardless of how many dishes —

are loaded. So get a run for your money .. . " |
and load it to capacity. ; i

e Turn off the tap when brushing your . ‘ j
teeth. ; ”

| 500 ! 1 ‘

* Check every faucet in your home for (i g | é'{
leaks. Just a slow drip can waste 15 to & ! i

20 gallons a day. Fix it and you can save
almost 6,000 gallons per year.

* Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of food
coloring in the tank. Watch for a few minutes to see if the
color shows up in the bowl. It is not uncommon to lose
up to 100 gallons a day from an invisible toilet leak. Fix it
and you save more than 30,000 gallons a year.

¢ Use your water meter to detect hidden leaks. Simply turn
off all taps and water using appliances. Then check the
meter after 15 minutes. If it moved, you have a leak.

Tap vs. Bottled

hanks in part to aggressive marketing, the bottled water

industry has successfully convinced us all that water
purchased in bottles is a healthier alternative to tap water.
However, according to a four-year study conducted by the
Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), bottled water
is not necessarily cleaner or safer than most tap water. In fact,
about 40 percent of bottled water is actually just tap water,
according to government estimates.

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is responsible for
regulating bottled water, but these rules allow for less rigorous
testing and purity standards than those required by the U.S.
EPA for community tap water. For instance, the high mineral
content of some bottled waters makes them unsuitable for
babies and young children. Further, the FDA completely
exempts bottled water thats packaged and sold within the
same state, which accounts for about 70 percent of all bottled
water sold in the United States.

People spend 10,000 times more per gallon for botted
water than they typically do for tap water. If you get your
recommended eight glasses a day from bottled water, you
could spend up to $1,400 annually. The same amount of tap
water would cost about 49 cents. Even if you installed a filter
device on your tap, your annual expenditure would be far less
than what youd pay for bottled water. For a detailed discussion
on the NRDC study results, visit goo.gl/Jxb6xG.



http://goo.gl/Jxb6xG

Test Results Definitions

ur water is monitored for many different kinds of substances on a very strict sampling schedule, and the water we deliver RILEZIEREEREERSIEE R SERLUEESEIET
must meet specific health standards. Here, we only show those substances that were detected in our water (a complete list the 90th percentile of the total number of sites tested. The
. . . . . 90th percentile is equal to or greater than 90% of our lead and
of all our analytical results is available upon request). Remember that detecting a substance does not mean the water is unsafe to

. . 1 . . copper detections.
drink; our goal is to keep all detects below their respective maximum allowed levels.
AL (Regulatory Action Level): The concentration of a

The state recommends monitoring for certain substances less than once per year because the concentrations of these substances [EERETIETITERTET S W RS RSt IS O 1Es
do not change frequently. In these cases, the most recent sample data is included, along with the year in which the sample was ERESEHIEREIERGEEREICHEC BRitS BB
taken. Herbicide: Any chemical(s) used to control undesirable
vegetation
Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the communi
P P pp y p 0 y MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a

contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. Primary MCLs
are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is economically
and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs (SMClLs) are set

Copper (ppm) | 2025 1.3 1.3 ND ND-0.092 0/20 No Corrosioin of household to protect the odor, taste, and appearance of drinking water.
p lumblu(lig SYSISHISS Erosion of MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a
natural deposits contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known
Lead (ppb) 2025 15 0 ND ND-ND NA No Corrosioin of household or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the U.S. EPA.
plumbing systems; Erosion of MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level): The

natural deposits highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.

There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is
necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

MRDLG (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal):

SECONDARY SUBSTANCES

. . . . The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is
Color (units) 2025 15 NS ND NA No Naturally occurring organic materials no known or expected risk o health. MRDLGs do not reflect
Iron (ppb) 2025 300 NS ND NA No Leaching from natural deposits; industrial the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
wastes contaminants.
Manganese (ppb) 2025 50 NS ND NA No Leaching from natural deposits NA: Not applicable.
Odor (TON) 2025 3 NA ND NA No Naturally occurring organic materials ND (Not detected): Indicates that the substance was not
pH (units) 2025 6.5-8.5 | NA 7.39 NA No Naturally occurring found by laboratory analysis.
UNREGULATED SUBSTANCES' . o NS: No standard.
"Unregulated contaminant monitoring helps . L
the U.S. EPA and SWRCB determine where PDWS (Primary Drinking Water Standard): MCLs and
certain contaminants occur and whether the MRDLs for contaminants that affect health, along with their
. taminant dtob lated. monitoring and reporting requirements and water treatment
Calcium (ppm) 2025 6 NA NA contaminants need to be regulate requiremegts. 8
Hardness, Total [as CaCO3] (ppm) 2025 21 NA NA PHG (Public Health Goal): The level of a contaminant in
Magnesium (ppm) 2025 1.4 NA NA drinking water below which there is no known or expected
Potassium (ppm) 1712025 ND NA NA risk to health. PHGs are set by the California EPA.
Sodium (ppm) 1/7/2025 9 NA NA ppb (parts per billion): One part substance per billion parts

water (or micrograms per liter).

ppm (parts per million): One part substance per million

—_— arts water (or milligrams per liter).
__—— —_ e p ( g p )

A”\—"-b < = ) ) . s \ Pesticide: Generally, any substance or mixture of substances
S . B — ——ce— o f")( h _ = intended for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating
e : g m o ‘(‘57 ‘__ e = =) any pest.
o ‘ B L J TON (Threshold Odor Number): A measure of odor in
o Z R & water.

TT (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to
reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.




